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thereto on the part of England and Russia; or rather,
conditions were stipulated for by the former, to which the
latter refused to agree. Towards the commencement of
April the English Government asked Parliament for a
credit in order to call out the Reserves, and a war between
Russia and Great Britain appeared imminent Bismarck
energetically strove to avert it, in which endeavour Count
Schouvaloff (who was also peaceably inclined, and who
paid the Chancellor a visit on his way to St. Petersburg)
cordially supported him. The result of their representa-
tions to the Russian Cabinet was a favourable one; on
May 30, a Convention was signed between Schouvaloff and
Lord Salisbury in which the clauses of the San Stefano
Treaty respecting which England and Russia had come to
terms, as well as the questions to be settled by the entire
Congress, were indicated; and at length the German
Chancellor was enabled to issue his invitations to the
Congress, which was opened on June 13 and continued to
function under the Presidency of Prince Bismarck until
July 13. At first the discussions were somewhat lengthy,
and all sorts of difficulties had to be surmounted; which,.
but for the adroit intermediation of the President, would
probably have caused the assembly to break up without
having achieved any result The chief subjects of negotia-
tion were the Bulgarian question and the cession to Russia
of Batoum. When a hitch occurred with respect to these
matters, Bismarck received the Times correspondent and
held a conversation with him which the latter published.
Upon that occasion, the Prince remarked that England had
achieved a great success in limiting the Bulgarian frontier,
and therefore should not exact further concessions from
Russia, whose love of peace was not boundless. Should
there be war} Germany would take no part in it.